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Fall Meeting—Organ Crawl & Brunch

Westbrook and Old Lyme

Saturday, October 8

 9:30 a.m., First Church of Christ (Charles Stannard, host),
1166 Boston Post Rd. Westbrook

 10:30 a.m., Old Lyme Congregational (Carleen Gerber, host),
2 Ferry Rd., Old Lyme

 11:30 a.m., St. Ann Episcopal Church (Violeta Chan-Scott,
host), 82 Shore Rd., Old Lyme

 12:30 brunch at The Hideaway Restaurant, 19 Halls Rd., Old
Lyme

Workshop with Charles Callahan—Preregistration

The New London Chapter, in conjunction with the Music at Central series, is
co-sponsoring a workshop, The Art of Hymn Playing, with Charles Callahan on
May 5, 2012. The workshop will be free to New London Chapter members
only, but will be open to other chapters and the public. Since the workshop is
limited to the first 100 people, you are asked to preregister by contacting
David Warfield, dcwarfield@yahoo.com,, or 860-887-8683 .

Charles Callahan is one of America's leading organist-composers. A native of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, he is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music
and the Catholic University of America. Well-known as an improvisateur, he
made his debut in this realm at the International Eucharistic Congress in 1976.
He has collaborated with many of this country's leading conductors as both
composer and organist and has worked with noted stage and screen personali-
ties in both theatre and the concert hall.

Orchestras, choirs, chamber music ensembles and soloists all over the world
have performed compositions by Dr. Callahan.
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Dean’s Decke

Dear Colleagues,

I hope you have had a restful and musically satisfying summer. I certainly did. I re-
turned from China at the end of May and spent most of the summer in New London.

I did attend the AGO Regional Convention in Morristown, New Jersey, and I am very
grateful to our chapter for providing a stipend which helped defray my expenses.
Morristown is a beautiful suburban town with beautiful churches and so much green
grass and so many trees that it makes New Jersey live up to its motto as the "garden
state." We attended many wonderful performances including one by Thomas Murray
at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. I had never been there. It is a spectacu-
lar French Gothic style cathedral with wonderful acoustics.

We are ready to begin our new year of chapter events and we hope all of you are
ready to take advantage of our season. The Executive Committee has been busy at
work over the summer. Our first event is a little different from the norm: it is later in
the fall than usual and it is on a Saturday morning instead of Sunday afternoon! Per-
haps it is well that we plan to start a little later in October because of the recent visit
from hurricane Irene which left many of us without electricity for a week!

I hope you are excited as I am to get together again and I look forward to seeing you
soon!

John Anthony
Dean

Nancy Phillips

We were saddened to hear of the death, on August 11, of our former Dean Nancy
Phillips. Nan’s passion was music, and she will be remembered in the community as
an active organist, harpist, teacher, mentor and leader in many music groups and asso-
ciations. She was Organist and Choir Director at the Noank Baptist Church and Mys-
tic Congregational Church, and was a Fellow of the AGO.

A number of her compositions for choir, organ and harp were published and are still
being performed. In 2005, Connecticut Community Care featured her as one of five
talented musicians in the state. She received bachelor and master’s music degrees
from Smith College and taught music for a time in Connecticut Schools. She was Or-
ganist and Choir Director at several church in the Arlington, Virginia area and was
active in the greater music community of Washington, D.C.



Bitgood Scholarship Winner Anna Pan

Congratulations go to Ms. Anna Pan on her winning of the 2011 Roberta Bitgood Scholarship! Ms. Pan, who
hails from Burlington, has studied piano for 5 years and has been an active musician at the Chinese Baptist
Church of Greater Hartford for four of those years.

Anna Pan is fifteen, and has studied piano with Margaret Francis at the Hartt Community Division since 2005.
Anna has won top prizes in the Audrey Thayer Piano Competition (2006-2009, 2011), the Renee B. Fisher Com-
petition (2009), the International Chopin Competition in Hartford (2010), and the CSMTA Concerto Competition
(2011), and was chosen to play in the annual Hartt Honors Recitals (2008-2011). Anna began playing the organ in
2011 under the tutelage of her sister, Mary Pan. This past summer, she attended the POE/A in Boston, where she
studied with Christopher Young and Shelly Mooman-Stahlman, and participated in master classes by Todd Wil-
son, Paul Jacobs, and Faythe Freese

In her own words, she wishes "to bring joy to others, to serve God, to teach others music, and to have fun." Her
dream, she states, is "to become an excellent organist and pianist". She is well on her way to that goal, having
auditioned with Beethoven's 32 Variations in c minor (WoO 80) from memory, and Bach's Prelude and Fugue in
C (BWV 547) without a single formal organ lesson! We wish her every best in the coming year and look forward
to hearing her at our next members' recital. Brava, Anna, and keep up the fantastic work!

She thanks the New London Chapter for their generous support. We will have a chance to meet and hear Ms. Pan
this season.

Notes from All Over…

 Welcome back to Connecticut to our longtime member Lois Bogue.

 We were sorry to hear of the resignation of E. Larry Grossman, Regional Councillor,
due to the illness of his wife. Cheryl Duerr has agreed to take over for Larry and we look forward to meet-
ing her.

 Eileen Paglia and Elizabeth Limkemann attended the Thomas Murray gala in New Haven last spring, and
pronounced it “fabulous”.

 A big thank you to Elma Frysinger, who has agreed to print the newsletter and send it by “snail mail” to
those members who don’t have email.

 Sweet potato salad - Who made that sweet potato salad at last June’s picnic? We have had many requests for
the recipe. Please send it to me at mccarym@aol.com and we’ll acknowledge you and publish it next month.

 Our chapter got a favorable mention in July’s American Organist as Eileen Gunther held us up as the exam-
ple of a welcoming and friendly chapter.
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Concerts and Recitals

Sunday, September 18, 2011, 4:00 p.m., Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 50 Emmanuel Church Road, Killingworth.
THE FOUR SEASONS PLUS. Christian-Markus Raiser, Organ and Jasmin Cowin, Harp, performing composi-
tions by J.S. and C.Ph.E. Bach, Kittel, Alain, Bossi, Telemann, L. Mason and others.

Saturday, September 24, 2:00 p.m., Harkness Chapel. Centennial Works for Trumpet, Tuba and Organ, Tom
Brown, trumpet; Gary Buttery, tuba; John Anthony, organ; and Patrice Newman, piano. Music by composers
born in 1911, including Alan Hovhaness and Jan Koetsier, along with Antony Paasch ‘94.

Saturday, October 1, 7:30 p.m., Harkness Chapel. Bach, Before, and Beyond. Daniel Lee, baroque violin; Ezra
Seltzer, baroque cello; and Jeffrey Grossman, harpsichord.

Sunday, October 9, 3:00 p.m., Central Baptist Church, Norwich. Nathan Bayreuther, Organ Recital .

Dusty Benches

The Westbrook Congregational Church is looking for a person of faith to direct its senior
choir during the church year. The candidate will work closely with our minister and our church organist. Rehears-
als are on Thursday evenings. Salary negotiable based on experience. Please send resume and letter of interest to:
Search Committee, firstcongchurch@sbcglobal.net. Or P.O. Box 674, Westbrook, CT 06498.

.
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Chapter Email List

The board has agreed to allow a very limited distribution of our email list, to chapter members only, with the re-

striction that they use it to publicize their own concerts, recitals or other events only. The list is not to be given

to any other individuals or organizations. If you would like a copy of the list as a “cut and paste”, contact Mary-

ann McCary at mccarym@aol.com



Welcome New Members

Brent Caldwell studied privately under Beatrice Hatton Fisk in New London. His first position was at St. Paul
in Chains R.C. in Waterford. He has been at Our Lady of Perpetual Help R.C., in Quaker Hill since 1983.

Mary Lycan is in the process of retiring to the area after 40+ years away. In high school, she studied organ with
Beatrice Fisk, Arthur Quimby, and James Dendy. In her own words, “At some point, I fell off the bench and
found myself concentrating on conducting, working mostly for Episcopal churches in North Carolina, where I
concentrated on choir building and choir turnaround.” Mary will be away from the area much of the fall and all
of the winter, but is looking forward to returning around April 2012 and being here full time. She sings in the
choir at St. John’s in Niantic.

Frank Martignetti has led the Mystic River Chorale since 2008, and has conducted the choirs and taught at the
University of Bridgeport since 2005. Presently he is pursuing a Ph.D in Music Education at New York Univer-
sity. Before that, he was a high school music teacher in the New Haven Public Schools and held church position,
most recently at St. Paul's Lutheran, Bridgeport. He has served as a board member of the Greater Bridgeport
AGO and was part of the staff for their 2010 Pipe Organ Encounter.

Glenn Orkney. We weren’t able to contact him in time for this issue, but hope to hear from him soon.

Joseph Ripka is the new organist and choirmaster at Calvary Church in Stonington Connecticut. He received
the prestigious Artist Diploma in organ from the Oberlin Conservatory where he studied with James David
Christie. He also holds Master of Music degrees in piano and organ performance from the University of Kansas
and most recently, completed a second master's degree at the Yale Institute of Sacred Music where he studied
with Martin Jean.

Joseph has won several prizes nationally and internationally including first prize in the 2008 Dublin International
Organ Competition and the 2008 Fort Wayne National Organ Competition, and was a finalist in the Prague, Ni-
jmegen, and Erfurt competitions. He is also an active international recitalist having been engaged for perform-
ances at St Paul’s Cathedral London, Bavo Kerk Haarlem, Oude Kerk Amsterdam, Kings College Cambridge, St
George Windsor, Magdalene College Oxford, and St Patrick’s Dublin among others. Joseph has performed with
the New World Symphony, the Boston Philharmonic, and the Boston Symphony Orchestra under conductors
Michael Tilson Thomas, Benjamin Zander, and Alan Gilbert. He received high praise in a review from the Bos-
ton Musical Intelligencer for his performance at Holy Cross College in Worcester Massachusetts on the re-
nowned Taylor and Boody Opus 9 instrument.

Patricia Snyder is Organist and Choir Director for Sacred Heart Church in Groton. She earned an MA in Teach-
ing from Sacred Heart in Griswold, Connecticut. Patricia has worked both as a scientist and as a teacher, and has
been the receipient of several awards in both categories. In her own words, “I am a relative newcomer to profes-
sional organist duties, but have been involved with music in various capacities since my high school days. My
current employment at Sacred Heart Church is allowing me growth as an organist, and I hope involvement in
AGO will help me become a better musician.” She has been married to husband, Martin, for 33 years and they
have one son, Paul who is 13.
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