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March Event — Organ Recital

March 14, 2012, 7:00 p.m.

St. James Episcopal, New London

Kenneth Miller, Organist

Kenneth Miller, a native of Cono-
ver, N.C., is currently completing
his M.M. in organ performance at
the Yale Institute of Sacred Music,
where he studies with Thomas
Murray. In 2010, he completed his
Bachelor’s degree at Lenoir-Rhyne
University in Hickory, N.C., where
he studied organ with Florence
Jowers. While at Yale, he has ac-
companied and played continuo
for the Yale Camerata, Glee Club,
and Schola Cantorum, and plays for several student-led ensembles; up-
coming collaborations this semester include playing organ solo parts in
Steve Reich's Proverb, Haydn's Little Organ Mass, and Bach's alto and or-
gan cantata Geist und Seele wird verwirret.

In 2011, he received first prize in the AGO Regional Competition for Young
Organists in New England, the Prix Englert-Marchal for excellence in the
interpretation of French music from the jury of the Biarritz Organ Competi-
tion, and the Yale School of Music's Charles Ives Prize. His additional
teachers include Jeffrey Brillhart, Larry Smith, and Robert A. Smith. He
currently serves as organist at Noroton Presbyterian Church in Darien. This
fall, he will continue his education at Yale in the Master of Musical Arts de-
gree program.

The program will include the Chaconne in C-sharp Minor (1925), Franz
Schmidt, and Variations and Fugue on an Original Theme in F-sharp Minor
(1903), Max Reger.
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Notes from All Over…

 Board Member—Secretary Still Needed. We

have not yet filled the secretary’s position on the

board. Please contact Maryann McCary at mary-

ann0320@aol.com, or call 860-873-9164 if you are in-

terested. The secretary attends board meetings, helps

to plan and organize chapter events, in addition to taking minutes of

board meetings and distributes them via email.

 Change of Address. Pat Snyder has moved from 70 Beach Pond

Road, Groton, Ct 06340 and her new address is 10 Applewood Drive,

Quaker Hill, CT 06375 with new phone number (860)574-9644. She is

still music director at Sacred Heart Church in Groton, CT and her e-

mail is still the same at snydermpp@aol.com.

 New London Chapters Members Recital. It’s time to start ready-

ing that special work for our June 3 annual meeting and member’s

recital. Or, keep that big piece you played at Easter in your fingers!

The location is Calvary Episcopal in Stonington, and the organ is a 3

manual Wicks.

 Welcome new member Aymeric Dupre LaTour, 91 Water St.,

Stonington , CT 06378, tel: 646-548-7497, aymericus@gmail.com.

Aymeric is currently associate organist at St. James New London. He

is available to sub in all time categories and all denominations, will

teach organ and can make an instrument available for practice.

Committees

Directory
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John Anthony
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Historian:
Elizabeth Limkemann
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elim44@99main.com

Hospitality
Sharon Green
(860)886-5631;
sgreen276@aol.com

New Organist Development
Jesse N. Glaude
(860)887-0216;
jglaude@earthlink.net

David Tubbs
464-9698;

music@stmarksmystic.org

Newsletter
Maryann McCary
(860)873-9164;
maryann0320@aol.com

Placement
Linda Lozis
(860)448-3101; llozis@att.net

Professional Concerns
Douglas Green
(860)886-0403;
DGreen860@aol.com

Publicity
Stephen Anderson
(860)245-0617;
stander5308@gmail.com

Scholarship Coordinator
Jesse N. Glaude
(860)887-0216;
jglaude@earthlink.net

Webmaster
Grace Wiersma
(781)643-8808;
gwiersma@eclectronics.net

Dusty Benches

Substitutes needed! Pat Snyder, organist at Sacred

Heart in Groton, is seeking a substitute, time frame un-

specified.

Killingworth Congregational needs a substitute for two weeks this

summer. The substitute can select any two weeks in the time frame of

July and the first two weeks of August. $150 per Sunday, contact Mary-

ann McCary.
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Charlotte Rittenhouse

Former member Charlotte Rittenhouse died Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012, in Westerly. Charlotte and late

husband Jim were active in our chapter for many years.

Born Aug. 1, 1920 in New York City, she grew up in Stonington Borough with

her mother, brother, and an extended family of grandfathers, aunts and

cousins. She participated in the life of the Congregational and Baptist

churches, which joined to become the United Church in the Borough. She

majored in music at the University of Michigan, but left on the death of her

mother to be with her brother.

Music remained important to her all her life. At various times she directed

the Children's Choir, Jr. Choir, Mr & Mrs Choir and Sr. Choir at the United

Church. Charlotte was also the church's organist for many years and a member of the New London

Chapter of the AGO. Her love for the pipe organ led to the successful campaign to raise the funds

needed to restore the church's organ. She struggled with Alzheimer's disease for a long time, but

through it all, music always helped her feel better. Charlotte and Jimmy sang with the Chorus of West-

erly for many years.

The New London and New Haven Chapters combined for a wonderful day touring historic instruments

and churches in Middlesex County. Pictured below is the Steere & Turner in Essex.
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The Roberta Bitgood Scholarship

2012

The New London County Chapter of the American Guild of Organists is very pleased to sponsor
the Roberta Bitgood Scholarship, which endeavors to assist pianists and beginning organists
who would like to study the organ in depth and who intend to seek employment as a church musi-
cian. This year, $750 is to be awarded. The deadline for applications is Friday, May 4th; those
received after may not be considered. Requirements for the applicant include: applicants must be
Connecticut residents; the applicant must have some type of previous keyboard experience and
an enthusiasm for the organ; he or she must demonstrate a degree of musical potential and com-
mitment; the applicant must have an interview with the three scholarship judges and play two (2)
pieces that differ in style in a live performance for the judges. These pieces may be for piano or
organ, or both.

Some terms of the award include: No cash will be given to the scholarship winner; the award is
given on a per lesson basis directly to the organ teacher. The Chapter expects in good faith that
the organ teacher will be reasonable in the fee charged for each lesson. We would expect that
the recipient receive a minimum of 25-30 lessons. The recipient should realize that the award is
for lessons only. Books and other sheet music are to be purchased at the student’s own expense.
If the student decides to discontinue taking organ lessons, the teacher should notify the treasurer
and the balance of the award will remain in the Roberta Bitgood Scholarship Fund.

After one (1) year of study the recipient may choose to appear as a performer in the New London
County Chapter Member’s Recital, date and time to be announced. It is a special joy for the chap-
ter members to witness the progress and accomplishment of the student. The recipient has the
right to reapply for the scholarship the following year, though no individual may receive the schol-
arship for more than two (2) years.

For complete guidelines and application forms, please contact:

Mr. Jesse N. Glaude, Director of Music

Christ Episcopal Church

78 Washington St.

Norwich, CT 06360

860.425.0663

ccsartsmail@yahoo.com


