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Upcoming
The Roberta Bitgood Scholarship 2011

The New London County Chapter of the American Guild of
Organists is very pleased to sponsor the Roberta Bitgood
Scholarship, which endeavors to assist pianists and beginning
organists who would like to study the organ in depth and who
intend to seek employment as a church musician. This year,
$750 is to be awarded. The deadline for applications is Friday,
May 27th; those received after may not be considered.
Requirements for the applicant include: applicants must be
Connecticut residents; the applicant must have some type of
previous keyboard experience and an enthusiasm for the
organ; he or she must demonstrate a degree of musical
potential and commitment; the applicant must have an
interview with the three scholarship judges and play two (2)
pieces that differ in style in a live performance for the judges.
These pieces may be for piano or organ, or both.

Some terms of the award include: No cash will be given to the
scholarship winner; the award is given on a per lesson basis
directly to the organ teacher. The Chapter expects in good faith
that the organ teacher will be reasonable in the fee charged for
each lesson. We would expect that the recipient receive a
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minimum of 25-30 lessons. The recipient should realize that the
award is for lessons only. Books and other sheet music are to
be purchased at the student’s own expense. If the student
decides to discontinue taking organ lessons, the teacher should
notify the treasurer and the balance of the award will remain in
the Roberta Bitgood Scholarship Fund.

After one (1) year of study the recipient may choose to appear
as a performer in the New London County Chapter Member’s
Recital, date and time to be announced. It is a special joy for
the chapter members to witness the progress and
accomplishment of the student. The recipient has the right to
reapply for the scholarship the following year, though no
individual may receive the scholarship for more than two (2)
years.

For complete guidelines and application forms, please contact:

Mr. Jesse N. Glaude, Director of Music
Christ Episcopal Church
78 Washington St.
Norwich, CT 06360
860.425.0663
ccsartsmail@yahoo.com

Or, you can download the current application form here (MS
Word).

back to top

Applause for Children's Choir Festival

Round of applause to Nathan and Mike for their fabulous
conducting and accompanying! Thank you to the directors and
singers who contributed their time and talent and energy and
to help this event be a success. There were over 300 in
attendance.

back to top

http://agonewlondon.eclectronics.net/Bitgood Scholarship Application 2011.doc
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The Dean's Decke... 
Note, the March 12 event discussed below has now
been canceled!

On January 30, 2011, our chapter organized and hosted
another highly successful Children's Choir Festival at Second
Congregational Church in New London. There were more than
100 young singers from many different choirs singing individual
anthems and singing three anthems as a massed choir. This
sound was thrilling and the young people even mastered
singing Latin in "Panis Angelicus." Our thanks go to Allyn
Donath of the host church who performed literally dozens of
small and large tasks to get this event organized this year (as
she has in many past years). She even found time to bake her
delicious shortbread for the reception after the concert! Thanks
also go to Nathan Bayreuther, this year's director, who kept all
of these young people focused and committed to the task at
hand. Thank you Michael Noonan! You have accompanied the
massed choir and played service music and hymns for singing
for many years--perhaps every year we have done the Festival.
Thanks to all the directors of the individual children's choirs
(Allyn, please thank them for us!), to those at Second Church
who helped make this run so smoothly once again and to our
chapter members who supported the event with your presence.
Allyn said this was the 10th, 11th, or 12th year for this
Festival. (I can't remember!) It just seems to be getting better
and better.

Our next event is coming right up: the BAROQUE BASH IN
HONOR OF BACH AND HANDEL on Saturday, March 12 at 7pm
in Harkness Chapel at Connecticut College. We invite and
encourage any chapter member to play music of Bach or
Handel, or other Baroque composers. All instruments are
welcome! I will play organ and Allyn will play harp! If you want
to team up with a friend whom you can accompany on the
organ, that would be great. If you sing, or play another
instrument, team up with someone else. If you wish to
perform, please e-mail Allyn Donath or me to arrange practice
time. The College will be on break, so there will be plenty of
parking and practice time. Also, bring your MESSIAH scores.
We will sing some of your favorite choruses.

 
Dean

back to top

Dusty Benches

Colchester Federated Church, an active
congregation in the center of Colchester CT, is
seeking a Music Director (interim with potential
for long term) to work with our talented choir
and play at two Sunday morning worship
services through Memorial Day. Instruments
are in excellent condition and include a 52-
stop Allen organ and Yamaha baby grand piano. Salary
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commensurate with experience, benefits include social security
and two weeks paid vacation for every 6 months served;
weddings and funerals paid separately. For more information,
please contact Reverend Linda Barnes at 860-537-5189 or by
e-mail. You can find more information about CFC, including our
e-mail address, on www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org.

Contact Linda Lozis, Placement, cell (860) 460-0995, or e-
mail llozis@att.net.

back to top

Notes from All Over...

Dues Collection-- The AGO is
impro ving and expanding its dues
renewal and collection process by
providing online access to its
national membership database. The
new online dues collection system
will be activated on or about May
15, 2011. New and renewing
members will be able to log in to
their own personalized user
account, confirm or update their
contact information, and renew
online using a major credit card or
pay later by sending a check. For
those without Internet access, local

chapters will provide a printed dues renewal form.

Every AGO chapter will have its own unique dues renewal page
and the ability to collect contributions to help support its
general operations, scholarships, or special programs. Chapter
leaders will be able to view and print membership reports for
their chapter from any computer connected to the Internet.

Welcome back to member Judy Mack-- Her information is
included in the print newsletter for February. Or, e-mail
(mackjudy@juno.com). Judy serves as organist/director at
Niantic Baptist Church and will sub for anything except
Sundays and Jewish services.

Send newsletter items-- To Maryann McCary:
mccarym@aol.com.

back to top

Events Calendar for February/March

Readers are advised to check for schedule changes with the
originators prior to attending a listed event

Sunday, February 20 (7 pm) St. James, New London, Silent
Movie Night with Robert Humphreville

Friday, February 25 (8 pm) Evans Hall, Connecticut College,
Faculty Concert, Kumi Ogano, piano, tickets $10, $5 students
and seniors

mailto:llozis@att.net
mailto:mccarym@aol.com
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Saturday, February 26 (8 pm) Palmer Auditorium, Guitarists
Habib Koite, Oliver Mtukudzi & Afel Bocoum, Acoustic Africa

Sunday, March 6 (7:30 pm) Fortune Hall, Connecticut College,
Senior Music Recital, Katelyn Goll '11, flute, free

Wednesday, March 9 (7pm) Evans Hall, Connecticut College,
Connecticut College Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble, and
Traditional Jazz Band, Gary Buttery, director; tickets $5, $3
students and seniors

AGO Event: Canceled!  Saturday, March 12 (7 pm) Harkness
Chapel, Connecticut College, Baroque Bash

Sunday, March 13 (5 pm) St. James, New London, An Anglican
Singers Lent Evensong

Wednesday, March 16 (7 pm) St. James, New London, Third
Annual Lenten Organ Recital Series

Saturday, March 19 (8 pm) Garde Arts Center, New London,
Eastern Connecticut Symphony

Sunday, March 20 (5 pm) St. James, New London, University of
Connecticut Collegium Musicum, Paraliturgical Music from
Ecuador

Sunday, March 27 (3 pm) Central Baptist, Norwich, Ronald
Hawkins, pianist, The Three B's (Bach, Beethoven & Brahams),
free

Wednesday, March 30 (7pm) St. James, New London, Third
Annual Lenten Organ Recital Series

back to top

Connecticut Composer Edith T. Galusha

From Bill Degan, Waterbury Chapter...

Did you know that Connecticut has an excellent composer of
church choir anthems? A few years ago, I was substituting at
the Thomaston Congregational Church and was introduced to
the music of Edith T. Galusha. Upon meeting her, I learned
that she lives in Burlington and that she has written several
SATB choir anthems. After hearing some more of Edie's
anthems, I purchased a few for my choir at Bristol Baptist
Church. The choir members loved them, as I thought they
would. We now have most of her anthems, and since the
themes and texts are varied, we sing them throughout the
church year. Edie herself is a consummate musician, and
occasionally graciously offers to come accompany her anthems
on the piano at Bristol Baptist Church, making it a very special
event for us.

So, if you are looking for some fresh music for your church
choir and would like to feature a living Connecticut composer, I
recommend getting in touch with Edie Galusha at
pathcworkchoralmusic@yahoo.com.

mailto:pathcworkchoralmusic@yahoo.com
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2011 Annual Mystic Area Ecumencial Council Choir
Festival

For over 40 years, the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC)
has sponsored the Annual Mystic Area Choir Festival. Many
internationally known choral directors and composers have led
our combined choirs in a service of outstanding choral music.
This year’s festival will include Children and Youth choirs from
our member churches.

This year’s Choir
Festival will take
place on
Sunday, April 3,
2011, at 4 pm
at Union Baptist
Church, 119
High Street, in
Mystic, CT. Rev.
Walter Edmonds
will be the
Director for the
Festival. He has
served the
Damascus (MD)
United Methodist
Church (DUMC)
for over 21
years as the
Associate Pastor
and now the Senior Pastor since July 1, 1996. Rev. Edmonds
has an extensive musical and ministerial background, holding a
Bachelor of Arts degree in organ and voice from Lycoming
College, a Master of Divinity degree from Yale University, and a
Master of Music degree in choral conducting from Temple
University. He also studied and taught at the Hartford
Conservatory. He is an accomplished organist and pianist. In
addition to his pastoral duties, he directs several choirs at
DUMC and conducts the Living Christmas Tree and the St.
Cecilia Youth Orchestra.

Rev. Edmonds has many ties to the Mystic area. He served as
the Youth Minister at Union Baptist while attending Yale Divinity
School. He was "instrumental" in encouraging Joan Cook and
Robin Crandall to be involved in church music. He and his wife
Peggy were married at Union Baptist 39 years ago. He brought
his Youth Choir to Mystic in June 2009 while on their Mission
Tour.

The festival concert will take place on Sunday, April 3, 2011, at
4 pm, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic. It will
feature Children's, Youth and Adult Choirs with brass, flute and
percussion. The festival accompaist will be Joan Cook of
Westerly.

Rev. Edmonds will present a FREE workshop for choir
directors, music teachers and singers on Friday, April 1, at
7 pm, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic, CT. The FREE
workshop is entitled "The New Age of Making Vocal Music."
There will be a workshop choir of local youth choristers for the
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session.

Bring a friend to this event. Refreshments will be served. Hope
to see you there.

back to top

Williams Chorale Bacardi Fallon Scholarship

The Willams Chorale Bacardi Fallon Scholarship Competition
awards over $10,000 in cash prizes each year to music
students, both vocalists and instrumentalists, who are high
school juniors or seniors. As of 2010, this competition is now
nationwide. The competition is held in Attleboro, MA. For
applications, go to www.thewilliamschorale.org. Click on
"scholarship" once you are in the website. Postmark deadline is
March 14, 2011. Questions should be directed to Peter J.
Williams at thewilliamschorale@verizon.net.

Michael Noonan,
Accompanist, The
Williams Chorale;
and Judge, The
Williams Chorale
Bacardi Fallon
Scholarship
Competition
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